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The UK Parliament is in recess until October 9 2006


Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org, 

and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28566): To ask the Scottish Executive what powers local authorities have to assist asylum seekers who have been assessed as having mental health problems under the terms of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: Local authorities generally have the same powers to assist asylum seekers under the 2003 act as they do to assist any other person under the act. Local authorities have a number of functions in relation to persons who are not in hospital and who have or have had a mental disorder. These are outlined in chapter 2 of part 4 to the 2003 act and include functions for making or securing provision for care and support services (section 25), providing or securing the provision of services designed to promote well-being and social development (section 26) and providing or securing the provision of facilities for, or assistance with, travel (section 27) for such persons. Local authorities also have a duty under the act to inquire into individual cases in certain circumstances where they believe that a person in their area who is aged 16 years or over has a mental disorder (section 33).

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1004.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions  (continued)
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28564): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it advocates the concept of a lead professional to help provide services for asylum seekers who have been assessed as requiring care under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: The Scottish Executive expects NHS boards and partners to plan and arrange services that meet the needs of asylum seekers. We have not issued guidance on whether they should appoint a lead professional for asylum seekers.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1003.htm 
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28565): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on whether Home Office procedures in respect of the treatment of asylum seekers who have been assessed as having mental health problems ensure compliance with the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003.
and
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28583): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it takes to ensure that persons who fall within the terms of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 are treated appropriately under that legislation where they are individuals for whom the Home Office has responsibility.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: In general all patients in Scotland will have access to mental health services under the 2003 act. The Scottish Executive has no specific obligations towards asylum seekers under the 2003 act. The Home Office has an interest in relation to asylum seekers and other persons who are subject to immigration control. There are protocols in place between the Home Office and local agencies in respect of treatment for mental disorder, including treatment under the 2003 act of detained asylum seekers.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1004.htm 
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28570): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any of the terms of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 are disapplied by UK legislation.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: No. Section 115 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 provides that certain persons who are subject to immigration control are not entitled to specified benefits. Provision is made in regulation 14 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 (Consequential Provisions) Order 2005 that no services shall be provided by local authorities under sections 25 to 27 of the 2003 act to a person to whom section 115 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 applies solely because he is destitute or because of the physical effects, or anticipated physical effects, of his being destitute. However, those provisions do not disapply the local authorities’ powers to provide services to such a person under the 2003 act.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1004.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions  (continued)
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28567): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance it has issued to local authorities in relation to treatment of asylum seekers under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: The Scottish Executive has not issued guidance on the treatment of asylum seekers under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1004.htm 
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28568): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to ensure that its obligations to asylum seekers covered by the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 are met.
and
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28569): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is satisfied with the treatment of asylum seekers in areas within its responsibility under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment)(Scotland) Act 2003.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: Scottish ministers have no specific obligations to asylum seekers under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003. The Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland has a duty to visit people with mental disorder including those who may be subject to the 2003 act. I understand the commission’s visit programme will include asylum seekers. There are powers under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 for the Mental Welfare Commission to carry out an investigation into the circumstances of the care and treatment received in any case reported to it where it appears to the commission that there may have been deficiencies of care.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1004.htm 
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28588): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any ministers or deputy ministers have written to the Home Office regarding the impact of immigration and asylum legislation and Home Office practice on their responsibilities under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003.

Reply from Lewis Macdonald: Scottish Executive ministers have not written to the Home Office regarding the impact of immigration and asylum legislation and Home Office practice on their responsibilities under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland)Act 2003.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1004.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-28589): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any ministers or deputy ministers have written to the Home Office regarding the impact of immigration and asylum legislation and Home Office practice on their responsibilities under the Children (Scotland) Act 1995.

Reply from Robert Brown: Scottish ministers have not written to the Home Office specifically on this issue. However, it has been discussed as part of on-going discussion with the Home Office around asylum practice.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1005.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions  (continued)
Linda Fabiani (S2W-28515): To ask the Scottish Executive what consideration has been given to entrepreneurship among refugees when compiling the Scottish Refugee Integration Forum action plan.
Reply from Malcolm Chisholm: Six themed sub-groups contributed to the development of the Scottish Refugee Integration Forum (SRIF) action plan including New Roots Scotland, a partnership of organisations involved in the economic integration of refugees. New Roots Scotland considered a range of issues when drafting the actions for the employment and training chapter including how to encourage entrepreneurship in the refugee communities.
In addition, the Ethnic Minorities and the Labour Market strategic group considered issues around Entrepreneurship, Finance and Business support in meeting three. The meeting note can be accessed by the following link

 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Equality/18934/15832.

The Ethnic Minorities and the Labour Market strategic group have made recommendations around the meeting topics.

The key recommendations of both the Ethnic Minorities and the Labour Market Strategic Group and the Scottish Refugee Integration Forum will inform the National Race Equality Strategy and Action Plan which will be published in November 2006. Both group action plans will be available on the Scottish Executive website at the same time.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1003.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-28521): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to support migrant workers working in Scotland on contracts of less than one year in opening accounts with Scottish banks.

Reply from Nicol Stephen: The Scottish Executive offers a range of support to migrant workers in Scotland. This includes workers’ information guides in Polish and English, which reflects the fact that over 65% of workers from the new accession states are Polish. The guide is available online, at www.szkocja.eu and www.scotlandistheplace.com or in hard copy, from various public, private and voluntary sector sources, including banks. It contains information about opening bank accounts as well as a range of other information about living and working in Scotland. We are currently looking at also producing this guide in other languages. We recognise that some individuals have experienced difficulty in opening bank accounts and this is an issue which has been raised with the Committee of Scottish Clearing Bankers (which represents all four Scottish clearing banks) on a number of occasions, most recently in July of this year. Scottish banks all have policies on this issue and have opened many thousands of bank accounts for migrant workers over recent years. Any individual experiencing a problem should be encouraged to use the selected bank’s complaints or enquiries process.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1004.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Bill Butler (S2M-4902): Concern Over Continuing Use of Dawn Raids—That the Parliament expresses profound concern in respect of the dawn raid which was carried out on Wednesday 27 September 2006 on the Benai family from Algeria; notes that Oussama Benai, who is 11 years old and attends St Brendan’s Primary School in the Glasgow Anniesland Constituency, was removed from his home during this raid, along with his mother and sister; recognises the trauma that the use of such unacceptable methods of removal causes to the children of asylum seeker families and the wider local community of which they are part; urges Scottish ministers, in discussion with their Westminster counterparts, to ensure that the agreement announced on 27 March 2006 be strictly adhered to and not, as in this case, ignored, and encourages the Scottish Executive to make certain that, in future, the professional input from health, social work and education professionals, a central aspect of the agreement, be followed to the letter.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-10-03f.htm 
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Simon Hughes (91236):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how much was paid in support for unaccompanied young asylum seekers after their 18th birthday by each local authority in each financial year from 2000-01 to 2005-06; and what the expected cost is for 2006-07.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60918w01.htm 
Press Releases 
Inspectorate inquiry reveals deficiencies in healthcare provision at Yarls Wood Immigration Removal Centre 
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/inspectorateinquiry 

Yarls Wood Immigration Removal Centre Statement
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/yarlswoodirstatement
New publications
Inquiry into the quality of healthcare at Yarl’s Wood immigration removal centre
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/aboutus/Yarlswoodhealthcarereport.pdf 

Working in the UK: Newcomers’ Handbook

http://www.cre.gov.uk/scotnews/newcomers-handbook-flyer.pdf 

 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
News
106 languages in Scottish schools   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/71168.html
From Urdu to Polish ... the diverse culture of one school   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/71169.html
Family detained after dawn raid    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/5399226.stm
Scots kids talk 106 languages   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17858787%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=scots%2dkids%2dtalk%2d106%2dlanguages%2d-name_page.html
Family absence thwarts dawn raid    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/5402154.stm
Arrivals should be valued for their skills and determination   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1462192006
Poles apart but we can work it out   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/features.cfm?id=1462562006
Protesters thwart dawn raid on asylum family   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/71289.html
Family protest vigil blocks asylum raid   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1466642006
Healthcare "inadequate" at immigration centre   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1470942006
Migrants boost UK economy   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1468092006
Migrants to help beat Brown growth target   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/business.cfm?id=1468192006
Poles pitched in for success   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/features.cfm?id=1469532006



	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued)
Tears, anger, threatened suicide - another dawn raid   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1471982006
Raid on failed asylum seeker sparks riot   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=raid-on-failed-asylum-seeker-sparks-riot%26method=full%26objectid=17874069%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
UK immigration hits all-time high 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/5411384.stm 

Torry plea for Poles and Latvians to help save RC church   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=15619854&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
McConnell's talks with Reid on 'dawn raids'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1485532006
Concerns voiced over dawn raids    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/5416360.stm
ID cards are key to catching illegal immigrants, ministers will insist    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/10/08/nidcards08.xml
Detained immigrants 'are abused' 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/5405222.stm 

TOP



	Race Relations
Holyrood Petition
PE1005 Petition by Harry Conroy, on behalf of the Scottish Catholic Observer calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to ensure that the act of blessing oneself does not result, in any circumstances, in a police investigation or criminal proceedings. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-10-04i.htm



	Race Relations (continued)
News
Anglican schools offer a place to all
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,171-2385575,00.html 

Church schools in 'inclusive' vow    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/5400276.stm
Church schools pledge places to non-Christians   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1462042006
Ethnic minorities criticise TV news coverage

http://media.guardian.co.uk/site/story/0,,1885913,00.html 

Let's have an open and honest discussion about white people     

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/story/0,,1885281,00.html
Thousands heading to city's Hindu celebration   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1486682006
Straw sparks Muslim veil row   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1477212006
Straw's veil comments spark anger 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/5410472.stm 

Analysis: Straw's veil comments 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/5411642.stm 

Muslim leaders brand Straw's comments 'disturbing'   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/71531.html
Straw condemned for ‘veil bias’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/71534.html
Straw walks into race row over Muslim women's veil   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1477832006
Muslims hit out at Straw in veils row   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5057920.html
Straw's veil comments stoke Muslim ire   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1482192006



	Race Relations
News (continued)
Straw has 'no regrets' after face veils row   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1481122006
Beyond the veil   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=beyond-the-veil%26method=full%26objectid=17887847%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Blair distances No 10 from attack on veils   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1483882006
Minister condemns veil comments    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/4802201.stm
Prescott backs right to wear veil    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4801801.stm
Salmond enters the fray as Straw’s veil row grows   

http://www.sundayherald.com/58419
Ministers back Straw as veil row intensifies   

http://www.sundayherald.com/58426
Straw’s petty comments are no use to anyone in the battle of ideas   

http://www.sundayherald.com/58424
Straw's restricted view   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1488372006
Straw wrong, says Hain   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2393814,00.html
Why we need Muslim women MPs   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2394058,00.html
A veiled threat?   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2393667,00.html
Symbols of separateness   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2393697,00.html
Political fancy footwork under Straw's veil of moderation   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2393695,00.html



	Race Relations
News (continued)
Prescott: why shouldn't Muslim women wear veil?   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/10/08/uprescott.xml
Cabinet colleagues turn on Straw over Islamic veil row    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1890528,00.html
Jack Straw should be praised for lifting the veil on a taboo    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,1890385,00.html
The niqab is not the only barrier to integration    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,1890439,00.html
Veiled comments    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1890393,00.html
Straw blamed for 'racist' backlash     

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/politics/article1819668.ece
Young, Muslim Scottish   

http://www.sundayherald.com/58340
Bishop defends multi-faith fears    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4801605.stm
A time to speak no matter what you wear   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1488432006
Integration the pick'n'mix way   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2393595,00.html
Spread of race ghettos fuels gang warfare    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2393806,00.html
Stornoway’s not racist, say Asians   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2391730,00.html
Drive for multi-faith Britain deepens rifts, says Church    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/10/08/nfaith08.xml
Multiculturalism hasn't worked: let's rediscover Britishness    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2006/10/08/do0803.xml&sSheet=/opinion/2006/10/08/ixopinion.html



	Race Relations
News (continued)
Revealed: the diversity that defines a nation

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article1813592.ece 

The struggle to defend free expression is defining our age

http://www.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1887692,00.html 
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Frank Field (91128):To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, how many faith-based housing associations there are; and what the capital allocation for each was in each of the last five years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/60918w01.htm 
New publications
The Bulletin (CRE newsletter) 

http://www.cre.gov.uk/scotland/newsletter.html 

Catalyst (CRE Magazine)

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/default.aspx.locid-0hgnew0kr.reflocid-0hg01b00100600b.lang-en.htm 

CRE submission on the DfES/HM Treasury Joint Policy Review on Children and Young People 

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/childrenandyoungpeople_dfes_hmtreasury_response.pdf 

Invitation to tender
Scotland's ethnic diversity    (closing date 27 October 2006)

The CRE wishes to commission an individual or organisation to conduct a piece of data analysis which would enhance our understanding of Scotland's ethnic diversity today and draw out the key lessons for the promotion of race equality in relation to the areas of policy which are devolved to Scotland.

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/itt_scotland_ethnicdiversity.pdf


	Race Equality (continued)
News
Non-Catholic boy barred from free school bus   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1471922006
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Murray Tosh (S2W-28503): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has considered the report of the House of Commons all party parliamentary inquiry into anti-Semitism in September 2006 and whether it will take action in respect of any of the report’s conclusions.  

Reply from Malcolm Chisholm: The Scottish Executive is considering the report of the House of Commons all party parliamentary inquiry into anti-Semitism. However, the Executive has worked with all faith communities, including the Jewish communities, for a number of years and we will continue to engage with, support and help address their needs.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1003.htm
Donald Gorrie (S2W-28835): To ask the Scottish Executive in how many convictions for offences aggravated by religious prejudice in (a) 2003-04, (b) 2004-05 and (c) 2005-06 (i) the target was the police and (ii) the offence involved the perceived hatred of (1) Islam, (2) Judaism, (3) Christianity, (4) Protestantism and (5) Roman Catholicism; of these, how many cases arose from support of, or hostility towards, a football club or were related to a march or procession, and in how many cases the offender was considered to be under the influence of alcohol.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-10-04e.htm
News
Racist thug hunted after Asian woman abused   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1463102006
Police try to trace Asian mother    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/5402206.stm



	Racism

News (continued)
Rangers call for joint effort on sectarianism   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/71305.html
Molly says she fled to Pakistan to escape racial abuse   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1466562006
Shami Khan facing race row probe   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1468712006
Anger as race-hate swastikas are found on Black Isle roads   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=15601886&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Minister shares anti-bigotry plan    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/5408230.stm
Politicians to meet Old Firm over sectarianism   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/71524.html
Islamic centre fire 'suspicious'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/5409850.stm
These anti-racism activists are facing a hate campaign from a neo-nazi website.    

http://www.sundayherald.com/58405
It's not only racists who'll see red - so will their clubs    

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1489802006
Ku Klux Klan fan incident probed 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/south_of_scotland/5405722.stm 

Vicar under fire from equality chief after racist joke and comments about 'damage' of multiculturalism

http://www.guardian.co.uk/religion/Story/0,,1887041,00.html 

TOP



	Other Holyrood
Parliamentary Questions
Donald Gorrie (S2W-28504): To ask the Scottish Executive what system it has in place to monitor and reduce, where appropriate, the volume of regulations imposed on voluntary organisations and schools by the Executive, the UK Government, the European Union, local authorities and government agencies.

Reply from Malcolm Chisholm: The Scottish Executive is strongly committed to ensuring that all regulations are implemented in a way which causes minimum disruption to all sectors and bodies, including the voluntary sector.

All legislation emanating from the Scottish Executive which impacts on schools and voluntary organisations must be accompanied by a Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA). The RIA is a policy tool to assist policy makers to think through and analyse the consequences of proposals in a disciplined and comprehensive way ensuring that we identify, and take fully into account before regulations are made, the effects on business, the voluntary sector and charities. The RIA helps to improve the way policy is formulated, planned and delivered - as good policy relies on providing informed and detailed advice to ministers. It is Scottish Executive policy that our departments and agencies that exercise statutory powers and make rules with a general effect on others should produce such an RIA wherever new regulations are proposed.

Regulations emanating from Whitehall must also be accompanied by an RIA and increasingly this is also the case with regulations from Brussels.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1003.htm 
Patrick Harvie (S2W-28557): To ask the Scottish Executive what work it is currently supporting to promote volunteering among hard-to-reach groups.

Reply from Malcolm Chisholm: We work with partners, including Volunteer Development Scotland (VDS) to implement our volunteering strategy and attract people from socially diverse backgrounds to volunteering. VDS, together with a number of volunteer centres, takes forward a range of training and provides targeted resources to promote best practice across volunteer engaging agencies, including the promotion of volunteering opportunities to harder to reach groups. In addition, the Scottish Executive funds MV Awards (previously Millennium Volunteer Awards) which, through a national network of youth development workers located in local volunteer centres, aims to promote volunteering to all young people while prioritising harder to reach groups.

Project Scotland, which also receives Scottish Executive funding, offers full-time volunteering placements to young people aged between16 to 25. Project Scotland’s range of support, which includes a subsistence allowance, allows many young people, who would perhaps not otherwise be able to do so, to take advantage of these opportunities.

The Executive’s advertising campaign for volunteering specifically targeted harder to reach groups.

Executive Departments also support a number of voluntary community projects for hard to reach groups in pursuit of their policy objectives, many of which may include a volunteering element.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa1003.htm


	Other Holyrood (continued)
Press Release 
Parliament receives 1,000th public petition    

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/articles/2006/10/thousandth_petition.htm
TOP



	New Publication
Ethnicity and Religion

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/eth1006.pdf
and

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_compendia/foer2006/FoER_Main.pdf
TOP



	Other News
How people power wins at Holyrood   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/71406.html
Where you only have to ask   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/71388.html
Angiolini shatters glass ceiling   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/71530.html
 TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
** Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/index.htm 
Stage 2 amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-stage2-ml.pdf 
Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 
Stage 1

** Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/index.htm 
Stage 2 amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/b50s2-stage2-ml6.pdf 

and 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/B50s2-stage2-ml7.pdf 

Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-2302.htm#Col3329 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 1
Commissioner for Older People Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 
SPICe briefing

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-06/SB06-67.pdf  

Delegated Powers Memorandum

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/b71s2-introd-dpm.pdf 
** Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 
Stage2 amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-stage2-ml.pdf 



	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
** Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill (Justice 2 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/index.htm 
Stage 2 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-stage2-ml2.pdf 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-pm.pdf
Delegated Powers Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-dpm.pdf 

St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/41-stAndrew/index.htm 
Second Report at Stage 1

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/reports-06/ecr06-15.htm 

Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill

Bill    http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory notes   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-introd-en.pdf 

** Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/index.htm 
Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/or-06/j106-3402.htm#Col3806 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  




	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)
Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Community Engagement “Planning with People” (13 October 2006)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/136055/0033719.pdf
Sites for Gypsies and Travellers (online discussion forum – no closing date)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1503228 

and 

http://forum.communities.gov.uk/forum/sites
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Joint Equality Scheme 

(24 October 2006) 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/joint-equality/jes-draft.pdf 

Further Education: Raising Skills, Improving Life Chances – the Implications for Race Equality (Englad) (27 October 2006)
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/FE%20Reform%20REIA%20Consultation%20Document.doc 

Response form   http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/FE%20REIA%20Consultation%20On_Line%20Response%20Form.doc 



	Consultations (continued)
The Higher Education Programme - Consultation for Race Equality Impact Assessment Purposes (England and Wales) (31 October 2006)

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDocument.cfm?consultationId=1416 

Call for evidence on the Protection for Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill 
(10 November 2006)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-06/ced06-005.htm
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Rolling Review

8 January 2007

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=a053326f-49a5-4858-a1f7-7dc84b38e613 
Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

and

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration.html 
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 
TOP



	Funding Opportunity
Getting Results: CRE funding programme

Closing date for applications 20 October 2006 

The CRE’s funding strategy is informed by the wider policy environment: the agenda for modernising government, the emphasis on public accountability, public authorities' statutory duties to promote race equality, and the compact between the government and the voluntary sector. It’s funding priorities for 2007/8 are unchanged from last year; namely inter-community conflict prevention and resolution and support for victims of racial discrimination and harassment, including casework.
http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/gettingresults.html 
TOP


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Islam and Interfaith Relations

All evening lectures in Glasgow
9 October 2006          Islam in a World of Diverse Faiths

16 October 2006       A Muslim View of Judaism / A Jewish View of Islam

30 October 2006       A Muslim View of Hinduism / A Hindu View of Islam

6 November 2006     A Muslim View of Buddhism / A Buddhist View of Islam

13 November 2006   A Muslim View of Christianity / A Christian View of Islam

For more information see http://www.religions.divinity.gla.ac.uk/Centre-Interfaith/geraldWeis.html or contact Perry Schmidt-Leukel  p.schmidt-leukel@arts.gla.ac.uk 
** this week!
Current Issues in Asylum

10 October 2006 in Glasgow

Legal Services Agency seminar aimed at people who require a day-to-day understanding of the asylum system. For information contact: LSA 0141 353 3354 / seminars@lsa.org.uk or see www.lsa.org.uk 

** Faithful Cities

3 November in Glasgow

Conference for faith leaders, policy makers, community development practitioners, social workers, youth workers, teachers to reflect in a multi disciplinary, multi faith group on the implications of the Faithful Cities Report for Scottish cities. For information contact Jenny Arnott 0131 650 7991 / J.Arnott@ed.ac.uk or see 

http://www.div.ed.ac.uk/content/1/c4/10/49/Faithful%20cities.pdf 
Meetings with Malcolm Chisholm Meeting MSP, Minister for Communities

6 November 2006 in Dumfries and Galloway (2.00 – 4.00)

15 January 2007 in Fife (1.00 – 3.00)

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities, Malcolm Chisholm MSP, will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Tackling the Diversity Deficit in Scottish Politics
7 November 2006 in the Scottish Parliament (6.30 – 9.00)

CRE policy reception to discuss the under-representation of ethnic minorities in Scottish politics at all levels. Our forthcoming policy reception, Tackling the Diversity Deficit in Scottish Politics is intended to bring representatives from Scotland's political parties together with individuals who feel under-represented to debate the barriers to ethnic minority participation in Scottish politics. This is your opportunity to hear from politicians what they want to do to get you more involved in politics and for you to tell them about what's stopping you. For information contact Uschi Stickroth by 17th October 2006: 0131 524 2000 / ustickroth@cre.gov.uk / 

Race, Religion and Culture

15 Novembr 2006 in Glasgow

Seminar looking at the impact of race, faith and culture and focusing on the needs and issues facing the various diverse religious groups across Scotland. For information contact info@meem.biz  / 0700 5 963 932

** Widening the Way in

17 November in Falkirk
Conference organised by the BME Linked Work & Training Programme and the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO)to share learning on how voluntary organisations can support people from excluded and disadvantaged communities to access training and educational opportunities from colleges and universities. For information contact  Cathie Rowell cathie.rowell@scvo.org.uk / 0141 225 8003 
CRE Race Convention 2006

27 and 28 November 2006 in London

This year the Commission for Racial Equality - established by the 1976 Race Relations Act to lead the fight against discrimination and to promote good race relations - celebrates its 30th anniversary. To mark the occasion, the CRE is convening an international race convention - the first of its kind in the UK. It will be a landmark event with high-profile speakers, up-to-the-minute debate, practical workshops, a host of cultural activities and fantastic networking opportunities. 

For information contact Laura Brownlee laura.brownlee@neilstewartassociates.co.uk / 

020 7324 4372 / or see  http://www.raceconvention2006.com/home.html
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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